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with success ? The organization and the establish-
ment of democracy in Christendom is the great
political problem of the time. The Americans,
unquestionably, have not resolved this problem, but
they furnish useful data to those who undertake the
task.
It may readily be discovered with what intention I
undertook the foregoing inquiries. The question here
discussed is interesting not only to the United States,
but to the whole world ; it concerns, not a nation, but
all mankind. If those nations whose social condition
is democratic could only remain free as long as they
are inhabitants of the wilds, we could not but despair
of the future destiny of the human race ; for demo-
cracy is rapidly acquiring a more extended sway, and
the wilds are gradually peopled with men. If it were
true that laws and manners are insufficient to main-
tain democratic institutions, what refuge would re-
main open to the nations, except the despotism of a
single individual ? I am aware that there are many
worthy persons at the present time who are not
alarmed at this latter alternative, and who are not so
tired of liberty as to be glad of repose, far from those
storms by which it is attended. But these individuals
are ill acquainted with the haven toward which they
are bound. They are so deluded by their recollec-
tions as to judge the tendency of absolute power by
what it was formerly, and not by what it might be-
come at the present time.
If absolute power were re-established among the
democratic nations of Europe, I am persuaded that
it would assume a new form, and appear under
^features unknown to our forefathers. There was a
time in Europe when the laws and the consent of the
people had invested princes with almost unlimited
authority ; but they scarcely ever availed themselves